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CLAIMS 

Claims 1-14 (canceled). 

15. (original) A lock, comprising: 

(a) a rigid, substantially Incompressible lock body, said lock body being generally 
block-shaped, and said lock body defining an opening and a pair of channels In communication 
with said opening and in communication with opposite sides of satd lock body; 

(b) a retainer having a hinge portion and a pair of legs terminating in respective ends, 
said hinge portion being receivable within said opening and each of said pair of legs being 
receivable within a respective one of said pair of channels, and said ends of said legs extending 
beyond said sides of said lock body; and 

(c) said lock body having a recess in communication with said openingfbr prying said 
retainer out of said lock body. 

16. (original) A lock, comprising: 

(a) a rigid, substantially incompressible lock body, said lock body being generally 
block-shaped, and ^id lock body definfngan openingand a pair of channels in communication 
with said opening and in communication with opposite sides of said lock body; 

(b) a retainer having a hinge portion and a pair of legs terminating in respective ends, 
said hinge portion being receivable within said opening and each of said pair of legs being 
receivable within a respective one of said pair of channels, and said ends of said legs extending 
beyond said sides of said lock body; and 

(c) said lock body having a longitudinal take-up member, 
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17. (canceled). 

18. (currently amended) A lock assembly for an excav ating bucket or the ItkefMI 
comprising: 

(a) a flfst aeai member, a s econd fcaa fi member adapted to receive and mount the 
wear member, and a lock to releasablv hold the we ar member to the base member: 

(b) said ftefc wear member ond sa i d second mombor being movable longitudinally 
wrth respect to ono another the base member into coupling engagement therewith, and said 
first wear member and said Geeend faasfi member having respective engaging surfaces to resist 
transverse movement of said fkst wear member and said oooond mombor with respect to one 
another th e base member when said ftfsl wear member and said so oond base member are in 
coupling engagement; 

(c) said ftf5t wear member and said s e e end base member each having a lock- 
engaging wall, and said second wgar member defining an opening between said lock-engaging 
wall of said ftet wear member and said lock-engaging wall of said second fta§£ member, said 
lock being receivable through said opening when said fifst^gar member and said seeendfcsse 
member are in said coupling engagement to resist relative longitudinal movement botwoon fif 
said ftet wear member an4 to said s e cond base mem ben 

(d) said lock comprising a lock body and a retainer, said lock body defining a channel 
extending through the lock body and d efining a first OP enlpgJn hoving an outer ond - i n 
commun i cat i on with a side of said lock body; 

j 
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(e) said retainer being receivable at least partially within said channel, so that a 
portion of said retainer Is selectively extensible from the first ooentngto an Interfering position 
beyond said side so as to interfere with removal of said lock body from said opening and 

(f) said channel took body defining a second an oxtoro al opening in the lock body 
separate from said out e r e nd of sa i d eh onne) commun i cating with so id channel intor rraHy^ef 
said look body first opening , said retainer being accessible by a user via said second opening-tQ 
be moved movable internally of said lock body in a direction toward said second externa* 
opening so as to retract said portion of said retainer from said interfering position when said 
first member and said second member are in said coupling engagement- 
Claims 19 and 20. (canceled). 

21, (currently amended) A lock assembly in gccQnfcryre WfflU Q^jm 18 wherein 
eotfi fHte i ng: 

(a) — o firot member, a second mom b or, a nd a l ock: 

(b) sa i d fret - m eflftb er and said seeond - momberbelng movab le longitudina l ly wit h 

fespeet to one a nother Into coup li ng ongpgo roe nt,, and sa i d first mombef-and said s e cond 
member hav i ng respective e ng a ging surfaces to -resist tra neve roo movement of safcMfrs fe 
member and -s aid se cond member with rospoot to one another when soidfinst mombor and said 
second member arc in coupling engagement 

(o) said first mombor ond sa i d occond m ember - e ach hav i ng o look ongoing wa l l, 

and sold scoond member defining on opening betwe e n oatd loo k ongoging wall of sa i d first 
memb e r a nd said l ock - o ngoging wa ll of said mnond mombor, said l oc k- be i ng rcoolvabte t hrougft 
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sa i doponingwhon said firet momb or an d said Qeoondmcmboranoi n Go id o s upUng engag e m e nt 
to roo i ot rolntlvo I tingftudina l- movomont between said first mombor and said s e cond mombor; 

(d) sa i d took r Compri slB g frl ook body and o rota i no tv sa l d look body d e fining 0 ch a nn el 

ifroommunloat i on with a cido of oa i d look body; 

(o) paid retainer being fcccivoblo a t -least part i ally within sa i d ohanno l rso that a 

p ortion of said retainer io selectively ostensibl e b e yond sai d oido oo og to I nterfere with removal 
of s ai d -l ack body from oa i d op e ning; and 

(D both said retainer and said lock body feeing are removable 99 a m pit from said ftest 

wewar member and said second fiasfe member through said opening in said second w ggr 
member when said Itet wear member and said seeewd fra$Q member are in said coupling 
engagement 

22. (currently amended) The lock assembly of claim 24 i§ wherein said retainer is 
removable through said opening without concurrent removal of said lock body therefrom. 
Claims 23 and 24. (canceled). 

25. (currently amended) The lock assembly of any ono of o l aimo claim 18[{-24]] 
wherein said lock body is removable through said opening in said s e cond w$gz member along a 
path that does not require significant displacement of soil fines to remove said lock body from 
said opening in said second member. 

26. (currently amended) The lock assembly of any ono of cloimc claim 18Q-24D 
wherein said lock body substantially fills said opening in said second member. 

Claims 27-37 (canceled)- 
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38. (original) A lock, comprising; 

(a) a rigid, substantially incompressible lock body selectively receivable Into a 
member to be locked, said lock body defining an external opening and a pair of channels 
communicating internally with said external openingand having outer ends separate from said 
externa] opening communicating with opposite sides of said lock body; 

(b) a retainer receivable through said external opening havinga hinge portion at least 
partially receivable within said external opening and a pair of legs, each receivable within a 
respective one of said pair of channels and selectively extensible and retractable with respect 
thereto so that a portion of said retainer Is selectively extensible to an interfering position 
beyond a respective one of safd opposite sides of said lock body so as to interfere with removal 
of said lock body from said member; and 

(c) said retainer being movable internally of said lock body in a direction toward said 
external opening so as to retract said portion of said retainer from said interfering position when 
said lock body is within said member. 

39, (original) A lock, comprising: 

(a) a rigid, substantially incompressible lock body selectively receivable into a 
member to be locked, said lock body defining an external opening and a pair of channels 
communicating internally with said opening and with opposite sides of said lock body; 

(b) a retainer receivable through said external opening, said retainer havinga hinge 
portion at least partially receivable within said external opening and a pair of legs, each 
receivable within a respective one of said pair of channels and selectively extensible and 
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retractable with respect thereto to an interfering position beyond a respective one of said 
opposite sides of said lock body so as to interfere with removal of said lock body from said 
member and 

(c) said portion of said retainer being retractable from said Interfering position in 
response to a pulling force exerted on said portion of said retainer through said external 
opening when said lock body is within said member. 

Claims 40-45. (canceled). 

46. (New) A lock assembly for excavating equipment comprising: 
a base member fixed to the excavating equipment: 

a wear member adapted to be received over the base m ember for mounting to the 
excavating equipment, the wear member including a hole; and 

a l ock received into the hole in t he wear memberto releasablv hold the wear member to 
the base member, the lock including a body having a channel formed with two open ends, and a 
retainer movably received in the chan nel between a retaining position and a release position, 
the retainer having a first p ortion that projects out of a first of the open ends of the body to 
prevent release of the lock from the hole and a second portion accessible bv a user via a 
Second nf the open endsto move the r etainer to the release position wherein the first PortlQnjs. 
retracted to permit remova l of the lock from the hole in the wear member. 

47. (new) A lock assem b ly In accordance with claim 46 wherein the lock furthe r 
includes a take-uo member to tighten the fit of the wear member on the base member. 

48. (new) A lock assembly in accord ance with claim 47 wherein the wear member 
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moves along an axis to mount on th e wear member, and wherein take-up member applies 
pressure In the axia l direction, 

49. (new) A lock assembly in accordance with claim 48 wherein thejpckj^orfy, 
includes a third open end, and wherein the retainer includ e s a third portion that projects from 
the third ooen end in the retaining pos ition to further prevent the lock from being removed from 
the hole in the wear member. 

50. (new) A lock assembly in accordance with claim 46 wherein the lock body 
includes a th ird o pen end, and wherein the retaine r Includes a third portion that projects from 
m eJt h Jlrd_QPen end In the retaining position tQ further prevent the locKfrprn being removed from 
the hole in the wear member 

51. (new) A lock assembly for excavating eq uip ment comprising: 
a base memb er fixed to the excavating equipment: 

a wear member adapted to be received ov er the base member for mounting to the 
excavating equipment, the year member Including a hole; and. 

a lock received into the hole in the wear member to releasablv hold the wear roemberto 
the base member, the lock including a body having a channel formed with two open ends, a 
retainer movahiv received In the channel betwe en a retaining position where the retainer holds 
the lock within the hole in the wear member and a release position where the retainer permits 
the lock to be withdrawn from the hole, and a take up member adjustable secured to.tbe.body, 
to tighten the fit of the wear me m ber on t he excavat ing equipme n t 



8 10/619.740 
I 311 



! PAGE 9/15 * RCVD AT 12^2/2005 4: 1 5:22 PM [Eastern Standard Time) * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/34 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:5037786635 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-12 



